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to see him streaming with blood that he slammed the door in
his face. At the next house some workmen who were repairing
the pavement pulled him into the courtyard and barricaded the
door until the arrival of the police ambulance which took him to
hospital. Later he was able to go home.
paris's last cabby
M. Chevallerau, the last to earn his living as a cocker de
fiacre, has been awarded the City Medal by the Paris Municipal
Council on the eve of his retirement. M. Chevallerau first
drove a cab in 1891.
Friday 14 sir austen chamberlain attacks mr. baldwin
In the House of Commons to-day, Sir Murray Sucter brought
forward a Bill to establish a Ministry of Defence, which he
views over a wide field. He wanted, he said, a Ministry of
Defence with plenty of air sense, furnished with a staff trained
in the Imperial Defence College, with civilian assistants, pos-
sessing wide industrial experience, and with representatives of
the Dominions. There must be a permanent whole-time
secretary to this new department, lie begged Mr. Baldwin, on
the eve of a great expansion of the defence services, to see that
the money is not wasted, and that the best weapons arc
secured.
Mr. Attlee, leader of the Opposition, said that a Minister of
Defence must deal only with broad decisions and not with
administrative details. The suggested changes would leave final
responsibility to the Cabinet and final approval with the House
of Commons.
Sir Austen Chamberlain said that the House and the country-
had experienced in recent times some very rude shocks for
which they were wholly unprepared. He quoted some of Mr.
Baldwin's statements in 1934 on the relative position of this
country in air defence compared with Germany, and his sub-
sequent admission in May 1935 that he had been completely
misled. He could recall no comparable announcement by the
head of the Government on a fundamental issue of defence in
over forty years of parliamentary experience. There was also
Mr. Baldwin's speech last December when defending the policy
of the Hoare-Laval proposals. On that occasion the Prime
Minister had said that if his lips were unsealed he could make a
case, and guarantee that not a man would go into the lobby
against him. A few days later the papers were published, and
Mr. Baldwin made a speech in which he again confessed error,
47

